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Is rural living for you? 
Encountering the unexpected can be dis-
heartening: 

• You discover that you don’t have access to 
the irrigation water that runs through your 
own land 

• You lose a pet or livestock to a predator 

• You are responsible for a fire that starts 
on your land and spreads to other proper-
ties 

• The deer have eaten everything you just 
planted 

• There is no garbage service where you live 

• You are responsible for the quality of the 
water that leaves your land 

• You are surprised at the cost of building 
structures needed to protect livestock 
from predators 

• You don’t have enough time or energy to 
mow fields, maintain fences, spray weeds, 
feed livestock, deal with muddy facilities, 
doctor sick animals, vaccinate healthy ani-
mals, etc. 

• Your domestic or agricultural water source 
has dried up 

• Minerals or pollutants have entered your 
well 

• It takes more time and money to drive to 
town than you ever expected 

• It takes more time to learn about and 
maintain domestic wells and pumps, sewer 
systems, irrigation pumps, ditches, hand 
lines, etc. 

• You discover that the access road to your 
property is not publicly maintained and it 
is your responsibility to maintain it 

• You learn that the forested land next to 
yours will be logged 

• Your neighbor applies pesticides or herbi-
cides that drift onto your land 

Any questions or comments related to the 
handbook should be directed to the Jackson 
County Soil and Water Conservation District. 
The handbook is to serve as a reference for 
everyone, so please pass it around and share 
its information.  

Resource Directory 
On the inside front cover of this handbook 
you will find the Resource Directory. The 
Resource Directory provides the name and 
phone number of all agencies listed within 
the handbook text. This directory is 
intended to be a starting point for 
landowners desiring further information 
about regulations, permits, technical 
assistance and financial assistance. 

Introduction 
What is the Jackson County Rural Living Handbook? 

The Rural Living Handbook is intended to introduce current and prospective rural land owners 
to various available resources. The increased independence and self sufficiency of rural life 
entails a heightened need for self reliance and strong relationships with neighbors. Often, 
newcomers accustomed to services normally provided by urban governments are shocked by 
the hard work required to manage rural property. This can lie in stark contrast to idyllic 
images of country living.  

This handbook should be a resource in determining if rural life is for you. It contains a list of 
agencies and organizations that can assist you in clarifying regulations, policies, rights, and 
planning decisions as you transition to living in rural Jackson County. It will provide answers 
to general questions on land use planning, gardening, livestock management, and wildlife 
concerns. The Resource Directory will be helpful in directing you to assistance with the natu-
ral resource management of your property. 

The Rural Living Handbook was developed by the Jackson Soil and Water Conservation 
District with funding through a Title III Grant from Jackson County and a private sponsor. 
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The county’s principal industries are lumber, agriculture, manufacturing, and recreation. Its 
major points of interest include the Shakespearean Festival, Historic Jacksonville, Southern 
Oregon University, the Peter Britt Music Festival, the Rogue River, Lithia Park, and the Crater 
Lake Highway. Rural landowners with small 
acreage (nine acres or less) make up 27% of the 
rural landownership in Jackson County. Those 
with 49 acres or less account for 70% of the ru-
ral landownership. (See the pie chart for more 
details.) 

Forage production for livestock and hay operations 
covers over 25,000 acres. Both livestock and hay 
production rank seventeenth out of 36 Oregon 
counties.  

Jackson County’s landscape is very diverse as is its 
economy. Agriculture’s “Farm Gate Value” pro-
duction contributed over $71,298,000 to the econ-
omy of Jackson County in 2002. 

Jackson County Agriculture 2002 
Number of Farms ........................................................................... 1953 
Average Size of Farm................................................................. 129 Acres 
Harvested Crop Land ..............................................1015 Farms/67,762 Acres 
Crop (Grazed/Pasture)............................................. 757 Farms/25,879 Acres 
Gross Sales (All Crops) ............................................................$48,670,000 
Animal Products (Sales)...........................................................$22,628,000 
Total Sales........................................................................ $71,298,000 
Jackson County Ranks 15th for gross farm sales of all 36 Oregon counties. 

Jackson County has approximately 6,000 acres of 
pear orchards and ranks third in the State for 
fruits, tree nuts, and berry production. 

Jackson County Facts 
Jackson County includes 2,801 square miles. Its boundaries extend to California in the south, 
Josephine County in the west, Douglas County in the north, and Klamath County in the east. 

Jackson County’s 2000 population of 181,269 represented a 23.83% increase over 1990. 
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Native peoples, including the Modoc, Shasta 
and Rogue River tribes, lived in the region 
now defined by Jackson County. They were 
primarily hunter-gatherers. The men were 
experts in the use of bow and arrow as well 
as a fork tipped harpoon for fishing. Women 
harvested berries, fruit, nuts and roots. 
Acorns were used to produce flour used in 
bread, puddings and soup. 

The discovery of gold in the Rogue and 
Illinois River valleys lead to an influx of non-
native settlers who flooded into the region. 
Soon a wagon road was completed which 
connected the remote region to California 
and Douglas County. In the 1850’s, tensions 
over land lead to a period of conflict and 
war resulting in hundreds of casualties and 
the removal of the Rogue River tribe to the 
Siletz Reservation. During the next two 
years, several small bands of Indians were 
moved to the Grande Ronde Reservation 
west of Salem.  

Chinese immigration was considerable from 
1850 to the 1870’s. The Chinese worked in 
some of the most labor intensive industries. 
They were scapegoated and faced virulent 
discrimination.  

The agricultural history of Jackson County 
details a story that grew into the $60 million 

industry today. The first commercial or-
chards were planted in 1885. They rapidly 
expanded and included pears, apples, cher-
ries, peaches and prunes. In recent years, 
the number of acres in commercial orchards 
has declined from about 12,000 acres in the 
1940’s to fewer than 7,500 acres today, 
however, the region has long set the stan-
dard of quality for Bosc and Comice pears. 

The Territorial Legislature created Jackson 
County—named after President Andrew 
Jackson—on January 12, 1852, from the 
southwestern portion of Lane County and 
the unorganized area south of Douglas and 
Umpqua Counties. In 1853, Jacksonville be-
came the first county seat. In the 1880’s, 
the construction of the Oregon and 
California Railroad bypassed the city. 
Medford, located five miles east of 
Jacksonville, benefited with commerce and 
development following the rail line. In 1927, 
Medford became the county seat. 

The voters of Jackson County approved a 
home rule charter at the general election, 
November 7, 1978. The primary change was 
a governing body consisting of a board of 
three commissioners, which continues to 
constitute the legislative and principal 
policy making agency of the county.  

Since its incorporation into the United 
States, the region has exhibited an inde-
pendent nature, trying several times to 
break ties with Oregon and California and 
even the United States. The area is geo-
graphically, topographically and emotionally 
a domain unto itself and therefore has seen 
eruptions toward separation in The State of 
Shasta (1852), The State of Klamath (1853), 
The Pacific Republic (early 1860’s) and The 
State of Siskiyou (1909). To this day, the 
area is frequently called the State of Jef-
ferson by residents, a reference to the last 
effort toward carving out a separate State in 
1941, only to be thwarted by the Japanese 
attack on Pearl Harbor and World War II. 

Hanley Farm (Photo courtesy of Southern Oregon 
Historical Society # 9473.) See the Resource Direc-
tory on the inside front cover for Southern Oregon 
Historical Society contact information. 

Jackson County History 
The natural and cultural history of Jackson County is diverse and fascinating. The landscapes 
we see today were formed over millions of years by glacial ice migrations, massive floods and 
red-hot lava flows, and are deeply tied to the cultural history.  
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The first step, is to understand your expec-
tations of rural living. If you have not lived 
in the country before, you may consider 
renting first before investing in a piece of 
land. What do you want from your land and 
what do you need from it? 

You are likely to work with a realtor. It is 
best to select a real estate agent who spe-
cializes in rural properties. He or she should 
be familiar with land use restrictions, be 
aware of water problems and know where to 
get answers to your questions. It is in your 
interest that the agent be the buyers vs. 
sellers agent. Many rural buyers find it 
helpful to hire an attorney who is an expert 
on rural property sales, to represent them in 
the closing process.  

Unlike city property with water and sewage 
connections, you will need to know that 
there is a reliable water source for home 
use and farm irrigation. If a well is already 
in, it should be professionally tested for pu-
rity and adequate flow. If there is no well, it 
may make sense to make the sale of the 
property contingent on successfully drilling a 
well. It may be less expensive to pay for a 
dry well, than to buy the property and find 
out that there is inadequate water. It is also 
important to fully understand the irrigation 
rights, if there are any, that apply to the 
property and the method of irrigation. 

If there is a septic system, it should be pro-
fessionally tested to assure that it works. If 
there is no septic system, percolation tests 
should be professionally done to assure that 
a new septic system will be approved for in-
stallation and will work. This should be done 
before you buy the property. 

Power hook-ups can be expensive in the 
country. The ideal home site may require a 
costly power run. If you are on a tight 
budget, check it out prior to making an offer 
on the property. Don’t forget to include the 
telephone lines at the same time. Some in-
trepid families try the “off-the-grid” option 

and generate there own power. A local re-
source can be found at…………………. 
www.homepower.com. 

It is important to understand the land use 
rules that apply to the parcel you are con-
sidering and to the properties in the vicinity. 
Things can change. Some properties can be 
sub-dividable into smaller parcels, orchards 
can be sprayed with pesticides and forests 
can be logged. Animals and farm equipment 
can be noisy at any hour. If a property does-
n’t have a satisfactory home, you will want 
assurances that you will be allowed to build 
a new one, or remodel the old one.  

Be sure to check and understand easements 
that pertain to the property. Utility and ac-
cess easements allow others some legal use 
of your property. Not all rural property in 
Jackson County has been recently surveyed, 
which means fences and driveways that ap-
pear to be on a parcel of land, may not be. 
If this is important to you, make the sale 
closure subject to the completion of a sur-
vey that satisfies your understanding of the 
boundaries. If you find that the driveway is-
n’t on the property, you may want sale clo-
sure dependent on securing an easement 
from the legal owner. In any case, have the 
current owner walk the property line with 
you and show you the corner survey mark-
ers. Successful country living usually re-
quires cooperation between neighbors. It is 
a good idea to meet some of them and get 
their take on the neighborhood. 

It would be a good idea to look at the equip-
ment the current owner uses to maintain the 
property. If their use is similar to what yours 
will be, you will get an idea of what you will 
need. Sometimes a seller is willing to in-
clude some equipment in the negotiated 
property sale price. 

Buying Country Property 
Living in the country can be very satisfying. Whether you raise crops and livestock or just en-
joy cleaner air, open space and solitude, this section offers some tips to help first time rural 
property buyers, or those new to the Rogue Valley, with their acquisition plan. 
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You can obtain information such as prior 
building, zoning, and septic permits issued, 
sales information, plat maps and tax assess-
ment records, maps of  your property with 
overlays (zoning, flood plain, soils, aerial 
views etc.), and many other useful tools by 
using “Front Counter” on the web site at 
www.jacksoncounty.org From the home  
page, choose Front Counter Applications. 
You can research using address,  map ID  or 
tax account number. If you don’t have ac-
cess to the internet in your home, each 
branch of the Jackson County Library System 
provides free internet workstations for pub-
lic use. 

One commonly asked question is, “How do I 
find setback regulations and allowed uses on 
a specific property?”  You can find this infor-
mation in the Jackson County  2004 Land De-
velopment Ordinances (LDO). On  our inter-
net site, look at the  right side of our home 
page, choose “Land Ordinances”. Then click 
on “2004 LDO”. 

All proposed building on your property must 
be reviewed and approved by Planning.  
However, you may not need a building per-
mit based on the size of the structure or its 
use for  agricultural purposes.  You are en-
couraged to submit complete and accurate 
information with your application to assist 
with timely processing. When  you are ready 
to present your proposal to Planning, you 
will first need to submit an accurate to-scale 
plot plan showing your proposal. It should 
include all existing structures, septic drain 
field and tank, well, and any proposed new 
structure or addition with distances to prop-
erty lines. An example of a plot plan can be 
found on our website.  

Zoning 
There are many different zoning districts 
throughout the County, each with a list of 
permitted & conditional uses that outline 
how the property can be developed.  

Overlays 
These are areas of special concern such as 
wetlands, vernal pools, flood plain, airport 

approach, wildlife habitat, city Urban 
Growth Boundaries, and many more. You 
may need to plan additional time to acquire 
permits through Planning or other agencies 
if you are proposing to develop in or near 
these overlays. 

Access 
For development purposes, parcels must  
have legal access in accordance with re-
quirements in effect at the time the parcel 
was created. Practical physical access to the 
development site must be possible. 

Setbacks 
Structures must comply with the standard 
structural setbacks for the zone in which it 
is located. Additional setbacks may be re-
quired if the property is adjacent to or near 
a Resource zone boundary or in a designated 
Fire Hazard Area. 

Fire Safety and Fuelbreak 
 A 100 foot fuelbreak may be required 
around each structure on property in fire 
hazard areas. Access (driveway) standards, 
address signs and steep slopes may be con-
siderations. 

Lawful Parcel Creation 
To be developed, a parcel must have been 
lawfully established. Likewise, existing 
structures must have been properly permit-
ted if further development is to be allowed. 

Once Planning has authorized your proposal, 
you may apply for your building, electrical, 
plumbing, and sanitation permits.  

 The services you need to develop your prop-
erty are all located at 10 S. Oakdale Ave, 
Room 100, Medford. Call before you come in 
to check on current operating hours. You 
can contact any of the programs by phone at 
(541) 774-6900 or, toll free, 1-800-452-5021. 
To speak with the Building Division, call 774-
6927. To specifically speak with  a  Planner, 
you can call  774-6907 or 1-800-452-5021, 
extension 6907, Monday through Friday. 

 

Jackson County Planning and Building 
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Jackson County Roads maintains over 750 miles 
of surfaced roads and 165 miles of gravel roads. 
The busiest roads  have over 15,000 average 
daily vehicle trips. Some rural roads are gravel 
and might only have a couple of vehicles per 
day. The most time and resources are spent 
maintaining and providing for a smooth flow of 
traffic on the busiest roads. Living on a rural 
paved or gravel road means routine maintenance 
activities are less frequent. 

     Rural roads require a higher degree of driving 
attentiveness because of shorter sightlines, 
curves and in some cases road width especially 
during times of inclement weather. Storm events 
such as snow, heavy rainfall and windy condi-
tions produce hazards. Road crews will be out 
during inclement times and quickly act on calls 
of hazardous situations. Please respect flaggers, 
temporary cautionary signage and flashing warn-
ing beacons. 

 

Snow and Ice 
Jackson County road crews average 9000 miles 
of plowing, 2500 c.y. of sanding and 5000 gal. of 
deicing per year. Crews will respond 24 /7 if 
storm conditions persist.  Most plowing occurs in 
the upper elevations but occasionally there is a 
significant storm on the valley floor. When it oc-
curs, resources are stretched. It may take a day 
or so to get to remote roads. In lighter storms, if 
snow accumulations do not exceed two (2) 
inches, crews will not plow between 6:00 PM and 
6:00 AM. or during overtime hours on normal 
work days or weekends. In these situations the 
use of traction devices is recommended. During 
snowstorms, residents should carry appropriate 
traction devices and limit driving during evening 
and early morning hours.  
 

Rain 
Road crews regularly schedule cleaning roadside 
ditches and clearing the ends of culverts. Within 
three years most ditches and culverts should be 
cleaned at least once. Crews averages 150 miles 
of ditch cleaning per year. During heavy rain, 
culverts can be plugged by debris or over-
whelmed by water. When plugged and water 
overwhelms drainage ditch capacity, water flow 
across the road or accumulate in the road. When 
driving during heavy rain events decrease your 
speed and be cautious of  water in the road. If 

you have a driveway with a culvert, a good prac-
tice is to clean the ends prior to the rainy sea-
son. Your action may prevent the loss of your 
driveway. On paved roads, an accumulation of 
dust, oils and film can cause a slippery road 
when the first rains occur in the fall. 

 

Wind 
County road crews or a contractor remove dead 
and dying trees as well as trim trees and clear 
brush along roadways to maintain sight lines, 
horizontal and vertical clearance and reduce fire 
danger.  Heavy wind can loosen and knock down 
limbs or entire trees onto the roadway.  Be cau-
tious while driving in heavy wind, especially at 
night when visibility is limited. 

 

Gravel Roads 
County road crews grade, rock and perform re-
lated maintenance activities on gravel roads. 
Minimally they grade in the fall after the first 
rains and in the spring prior to the dry season. 
They may add more material if the required to 
get a smooth even surface. 

      Gravel roads in Jackson County present spe-
cial kinds of hazards. They usually don’t have 
posted speed limits and are designed for slower 
speeds. Driving gravel roads requires a high de-
gree of attention and respect for others travel-
ing and living along the road. Gravel roads don’t 
have marked centerlines! The driver’s judge-
ment is critical. Most gravel roads have enough 
width for two vehicles to pass safely. However 
drivers tend to crowd the center of the road re-
sulting in a single lane in the middle of the road 
which can be hazardous. Please slow down when 
you approach pedestrians, equestrians, homes or 
other cars. Gravel roads are dusty. The County 
applies a dust control material to some gravel 
roads and will arrange to apply the material to 
other roads under a shared cost arrangement.  

 

Contact Jackson County Roads and Parks Depart-
ment at 774-8184 or our website, 
www.jacksoncounty.org. 

 

Living on Rural County Roads 
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fur to control over wintering insects. Other 
fertilizers are applied to the ground. 

Vineyards 
Within Southern Oregon, as of 2004, there 
were over 100 vineyards totaling approxi-
mately 1800 acres  with product worth 
roughly $5,000,000 annually. There are sev-
eral things that one should know about living 
next to a vineyard. 

First, like other farming operations, vine-
yards generate noise from field equipment 
such as tractors, sprayers, wind machines in 
the Spring, and bird control devices 
(cannons and bird distress calls) near har-
vest. Homeowners living next to a vineyard 
should recognize that these are normal op-
erations and are protected by the state 
Right to Farm Bill. 

Secondly, vineyards do spray pesticides. The 
most common pesticide used in our vine-
yards is sulfur for control of Powdery Mil-
dew. It may be applied numerous times dur-
ing the spring and summer and is only a 
problem if one has an allergy to it. However, 
it does omit an odor that many individuals 
consider offensive. 

Lastly and most important, if you live next 
to a vineyard you should know that phenoxy-
type herbicides (such as Crossbow) that 
homeowners may use for poison oak, wild 
blackberry, and thistle control can be devas-
tating to vineyards. Any phenoxy-type herbi-
cide, even used in small quantities, may 
volatilize during high temperatures and be 
carried on the wind for miles. If the herbi-
cide application can be traced, the applica-
tor can be fined by the Oregon Department 
of Agriculture for spray drift and required to 
pay for all damage and losses incurred by 
the vineyard. 

For more information on vineyard operations 
in Southern Oregon contact the Jackson 
County OSU Southern Oregon Research and 
Extension Center at (541) 776-7371.  

Orchards 
Orchards are private property on which the 
orchardist is dependent for making his liv-
ing. If you have backyard fruit trees, you can 
do your neighbor a big favor by controlling 
insects and disease. Access to your 
neighbor’s property is restricted, especially 
when activities there might be dangerous to 
your or your pets’ health. 

Winter (November through February): Prun-
ing time. There will be workers throughout 
the orchard. In early February you will hear 
the high pitched whine of orchard sprayers 
as they cover the dormant trees with oil and 
sulfur to control insects and diseases. Expect 
to see signs warning about the chemicals be-
ing used and entry restrictions. There also 
may be loud helicopter like sounds of the 
wind machines as they are tested before 
frost control season. 

Spring (March through June): Frost control, 
bloom time, and insect and disease control 
season. From dusk until past dawn you will 
hear the wind machines and possibly feel 
the blast of air as they turn in circles moving 
the cold air from the orchard. You may hear 
the drone of irrigation motors pumping wa-
ter for added frost protection. In late March 
to early April you will again hear the whine 
of the orchard sprayers just before, during, 
and after bloom, protecting the fruit from 
insects and disease. 

Summer (July & August): Irrigation, growing 
and harvest time. The orchard sprayers will 
be doing the last sprays for worms and other 
damaging insects. Harvest of the early pear 
varieties begins in August.  Trucks hauling 
fruit will be in the orchard, and forklifts will 
be gathering fruit bins and loading trucks. 
Trucks will leave dust trails and clouds as 
they enter and leave the orchards. 

Fall (September & October): Harvest time 
(continues into early October) After harvest 
you will again hear the orchard sprayers ap-
plying foliar nutrients (fertilizer chemicals) 
to the leaves and again applying oil and sul-

Things You Should Know 
When Living Next to an Orchard or Vineyard  
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Soil Basics 
Soils are developed over geological time. 
Climate, water, temperature and parent ma-
terials all contribute to soil creation. Parent 
material can include bedrock, volcanic ash 
and glacial outwash.  

It can take 500 years for natural processes to 
create one inch of top soil. Soils are also 
fragile. They are susceptible to erosion 
when not adequately protected. Without 
productive soils we would not be able to 
grow plants which provide us with food, 
medicine, industrial products and wildlife 
habitat.  

Soils have different textures including silts, 
sands and clays. The combination of these 
textures determines the characteristics of 
your soils. The depth of the soil to bedrock 
or the water table is often a factor which 
determines land use. Steepness of slope or 
position on the landscape can affect soil sta-
bility and sustainability.  

These characteristics and how they affect 
the potential of a soil are outlined in a docu-
ment called a soil survey. The soil survey for 
Jackson County has been completed and 
covers the majority of private land. Informa-
tion is available at the USDA Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service (NRCS) and 
Jackson Soil and Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) in Medford. 

The soil survey is being transferred onto a 
database with up-to-date charts and inter-
pretations. Soils of our area have been 
mapped using field testing and examination 
by resource professionals. Soil scientists con-
sult with engineers, foresters, agronomists, 
range managers and others. 

Consulting your soils survey is a great place 
to start when you want to know the general 
properties of the soils comprising your land. 
Soils information and maps are free docu-
mentation available upon request from the 
NRCS and the Jackson SWCD or online at 

www.nrcs.usda.gov.  

Soils Testing 
Soil testing is a good way to determine the 
nutrient level of your soils, as well as their 
acidity and alkalinity. Common nutrient de-
ficiencies in our area include nitrogen (N) 
and phosphorus (P). Soil testing is available 
from several laboratories. The Jackson SWCD 
and OSU Extension office can provide a list 
of soil testing labs where soil samples can be 
tested. When results are returned, the Ex-
tension staff can help you interpret them.  

Irrigation 
The type and amount of irrigation required 
on your land is dependent on many factors, 
including crop, soil type, acreage and land 
use. Some crops have higher water require-
ments than others or need more water at 
different times of the growing season. Fer-
tile soils generally make more efficient use 
of water. Lack of water frequency and avail-
ability can be a limiting factor for productiv-
ity. Contact your Irrigation District or the 
County Watermaster for more information. 

Erosion Control 
Soils are precious and without them life as 
we know it would be impossible. Our coun-
try’s topsoils, combined with intensive tech-
nological management, are the most produc-
tive soils on earth. This has improved our 
standard of living and made our country 
thrive in the global economy. Without deep, 
healthy topsoil we would find ourselves in a 
wasteland of desert-like conditions. Eroded 
soils are not able to support desirable plant 
roots. Without the intricate network of plant 
roots and life forms below the surface, wa-
ter and snow would not penetrate and per-
colate throughout the watershed. Stormwa-
ter would flush through the system, remov-
ing more soil particles with each storm 
event. Try planting your garden in subsoil or 
bedrock!  

Soils 
Jackson County has extreme variations in soil types. Over 110 different kinds of soil have 
been sampled from the area. A soil test is essential for determining soil fertility on your rural 
property. 
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Surface Water Right 
A surface water right is necessary to divert 
any amount of water from surface water 
such as lakes, streams, rivers and springs.  

A few exemptions exist and they include: 

• The use of a natural spring that under 
natural conditions arises on a parcel and 
the waters of that spring do not flow into 
a well defined channel that flows off that 
parcel. 

• Where stock watering occurs directly out 
of the stream and there is no diversion or 
modification of the source. Also, use of 
water for stock watering from a permitted 
reservoir to a tank or through, and under 
certain conditions, use of water piped 
from a surface source to an off-stream 
livestock watering tank or trough. 

• Water used for fish screens, fishways by-
pass structures and egg incubation pro-
jects under the Salmon and Trout En-
hancement Program (STEP). 

• The withdrawal of water for use in or 
training for emergency fire fighting. 

• For certain forest management activities 
such as slash burning and mixing pesti-
cides. To be eligible, a user must notify 
OWRD and the Oregon Department of Fish 
and Wildlife Department and must comply 
with any restrictions imposed by OWRD 
relating to the source of water that may 
be used. 

• In land management practices where wa-
ter use is not the primary intended activ-
ity. 

• The collection and use of rainwater from 
an impervious surface. 

Ground Water Right 
A ground water right is necessary for 
withdrawal of water from a well or sump. 
Submittal and approval of a transfer 
application to OWRD may provide changes to 
a water right. Exempt uses include: 

• Stock watering 

• Irrigation of less than ½ acre of noncom-
mercial lawn or garden 

• Single or group domestic use of less than 
15,000 gallons per day 

• Single commercial or industrial use of less 
than 5,000 gallons per day 

An irrigation district may deliver water for 
irrigation in Southern Oregon. The major 
irrigation districts are listed in the Resource 
Directory in the front of the Handbook. 

Most ponds require a water right to store 
water and a water right is also required to 
use the water stored in the pond. 

In general, no new water rights are available 
in Southern Oregon. However, if a 
landowner has access to the Rogue River or 
Applegate River an individual can enter into 
a contract with the Bureau of Reclamation 
for release of stored water from Lost Creek 
or Applegate reservoirs and apply for a 
water right to use that stored water from 
OWRD. 

A water right research can be conducted by 
local Watermasters or the Oregon Water Re-
sources Department to determine if a parcel 
has an existing water right. These organiza-
tions are listed on the inside front cover of 
this Handbook. 

Water Rights Primer 
Oregon Water Resources Department (OWRD) 

A water right is legal authorization to use a quantifiable amount of water, at a specific 
location, for a particular use. The State of Oregon requires users of public water to obtain 
approval prior to use of the water. The approval is granted in the following forms: Permit, 
Certificate, Limited License, or a Registration. The Water Right will indicate the season of 
use and the maximum diversion rate, the place of use and point of diversion or appropriation 
(for a well), the use and if for irrigation, the number of acres. 
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Non-point Pollution Sources 
• Erosion and runoff from roadsides and con-

struction sites. 

• Contaminated runoff from both agricul-
tural operations and development. 

• Sediment from eroding agricultural and 
forestry lands. 

Senate Bill 1010 
SB 1010 works by asking local operators to 
identify problems such as soil erosion, nutri-
ent loss from fields, or degraded streamside 
areas. It is flexible in allowing landowners to 
develop their own approaches to local prob-
lems. 

Soil Erosion  
No erosion is allowed from agricultural lands 
due to management where sediments have 
been, or will likely be, delivered to waters 
of the state and cause pollution, except for 
short-term activity which will eventually en-
hance long-term soil stability (such as creat-
ing contours on a slope or pasture renova-
tions). 

Sedimentation of nearby waterways can oc-
cur with any type of activity that disturbs 
the soil, including home building, and meas-
ures should be undertaken to avoid runoff 
and erosion. 

The intent of this rule is to prevent erosion 
such as what you might expect when soil is 
left bare during the winter where no ade-
quate grass filter exists to settle out the 
muddy water from the field. 

Riparian Vegetation Destruction 
Agricultural management shall not cause 
stream banks to slough off more than normal 
for that particular system or prevent appro-
priate vegetation from establishing and re-
producing so as to leave the stream side 

area vulnerable to high flow events. Deep 
rooted shrubs and grasses need to support 
soil systems along with trees. Willows, 
sedges and snowberry are deep rooted 
plants that can protect stream banks. Blue-
grass and clover conversely, are upland 
plants that are easily rolled back during 
even moderate flow events. 

Irrigation Management Problems  
With the soils prevalent in the Rogue Valley, 
it’s very difficult to flood irrigate without 
some of the water sheeting over the surface 
of the soil and back into a ditch or stream. 
Rules now require that if there is any sur-
face return flows, the water at the top of 
the field needs to be shut off.  

It is possible to irrigate more evenly and 
beneficially with other delivery methods 
such as sprinklers, but poorly managed 
sprinklers can flood and run off just like a 
head gate and field check can do. No matter 
the application method, it’s best to elimi-
nate or reduce surface irrigation returns. 

Crop Nutrient or Animal Waste  
Management Problems 
You must prevent your valuable manure or 
fertilizers from leaving your property. Small 
acreage landowners are especially vulner-
able to this rule. Stored waste from barn 
cleanings or feeding areas can leave the 
property if water runs through it, either 
from rain or runoff or if stored in a flood 
plain. Paying attention to where you site 
your manure pile, covering it, and diverting 
clean water away from it are all easy ways 
to stay in compliance with this rule. The 
best way however is to use it right on your 
property or share some with your neighbor. 
Just don’t send it to him by way of your 
stream!! 

Agricultural Water Quality Protection Rules and Plans 
In 1993, the Oregon State Legislature approved the Oregon Water Quality Management Act 
(Senate Bill 1010) requiring the Oregon Department of Agriculture to help reduce water pol-
lution from agricultural sources and to improve overall conditions in the watershed. Non-
point source pollution from the general landscape that cannot be traced to a single point has 
been identified as a problem in many watersheds. 
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head or more grazing on the valley floors, 
surrounding foothills, and high elevation for-
est and range. Current interest in niche mar-
keting and group buying of feed and other 
resources by local sheep producers has had a 
positive impact for producers. Additionally, 
sheep are conducive to small landholdings. 
In 2002 the Southern Oregon Sheep Produc-
ers formed to help local sheep enthusiasts 
with everything from marketing and pasture 
management to flock health and group pur-
chasing of needed resources.  

Sheep tend to prefer forbs over grass. When 
grazed properly, sheep can be an excellent 
tool to help eliminate yellow starthistle, an 
invasive weed, and other broad leaf weedy 
species. 

Swine 
After a period of declining numbers the 
swine industry is expanding in Jackson 
County. Progressive swine producers have 
established diverse and high quality breed-
ing operations  

New and Diverse Species 
In addition to traditional livestock new and 
diverse species are increasing in Jackson 
County. Llamas, emus, ostrich, alpaca, meat 
goat and other species are all meeting with 
various degrees of success. These animals 
are well adapted to small acreage farms. 
Various forms of niche marketing are re-
quired to insure continued success of some 
species, while others are more easily 
adopted to traditional marketing methods. 

 

Raising Livestock In Jackson County 
Jackson County has a very diverse and growing livestock population. An area that was tradi-
tionally dominated by cattle, horses, sheep, and swine is increasingly seeing new species 
such as bison, llamas, alpacas, emus, ostrich and expanding populations of horses chickens, 
goats, and other species that can be managed on small acreages.  

Cattle 
The cattle industry contributes approxi-
mately $14,000,000 (farm gate value) to the 
economy of Jackson County on an annual 
basis. Jackson County’s cattle industry con-
tinually ranks around 14th out of 36 counties 
in Oregon. The industry is diverse with in-
come derived from commercial cow/calf op-
erations, stockers (steers and/or heifers 
grazed on pasture from approximately 500 
lbs. to 850 lbs.), retained ownership through 
the feedlot, club calf (calves sold for 4-H 
and FFA projects), and purebred operations, 
which sell replacement heifers and/or bulls 
to commercial cattlemen and other pure-
bred breeders. 

Cattle typically prefer grass over forbs such 
as clover and other broad leaf plants which 
can make grazing cattle with sheep a very 
good pasture management tool. Grazing cat-
tle on annual grasslands, at the right time of 
the season, can reduce yellow starthistle 
and other weedy species infestations. 

Horses 
Early in Jackson County history horses were 
used mainly as work animals by local ranch-
ers. While this is still a major use the indus-
try has expanded to several purebred opera-
tions ranging from Quarter horses and Arabi-
ans to Thoroughbreds and various breeds of 
Walking horses to Draft horses. 

There has been an increasing number of 
horses and horse operations in the county 
for the last 10 – 15 years. This has added 
substantially to the combined farm gate 
value of Jackson County’s economy. Addi-
tionally, Jackson County has great and ex-
panding 4-H, FFA and Jr. open horse activi-
ties that keep youth active all year long. 

Sheep 
Jackson County’s sheep industry dates back 
to the mid to late 1800’s with flocks of 4000 



 

Grazing Methods 
Timing, intensity, and duration of livestock 
grazing can have a dramatic impact on 
individual plant vigor and overall pasture 
production and rotational grazing. 

Continuous Grazing 
Continuous grazing typically employs a fixed 
number of animals grazing a certain number 
of acres for a given length of time. 
Historically, in southwest Oregon this has 
meant 1 animal unit (1000-pound cow or its 
equivalent) per acre for the growing season 
(April – October). Continuous grazing, 
although less labor intensive creates 
pastures that can be overgrazed and de-
pleted. This is a result of cattle being able 
to selectively graze the more desirable plant 
species, similar to letting a child choose 
between ice cream and Brussel sprouts. 

Rotational Grazing 
Rotational grazing requires more intensive 
management. Livestock typically are al-
lowed to start grazing in a paddock when 
the forage (grass or grass/clover mix) is from 
8–10 inches tall. After the forage is eaten 
down to approximately 4 inches, livestock 
are removed and the plants are allowed to 
rest. This leaves adequate plant leaf area, 
which enhances the photosynthetic capabil-
ity of the plant. The more energy the plant 
receives from the sun the less energy it 
needs to extract from root reserves. Quicker 
re-growth occurs from photosynthetic activ-
ity and translates into more vigorous plants 
with increased production. Rotational graz-
ing also results in more uniform grazing of 
all plant species to a desirable stubble 
height (length of leaf blade) increasing per-
acre production. Rotational grazing allows 
for more efficient harvesting of sun light. 

Basic Management Techniques 
• Determine goals and objectives in a man-

agement plan. 

• Divide pastures into small units (paddocks) 
utilizing electric fence and making sure 
that livestock are trained to the electric 
fence prior to grazing. 

• Move grazing animals between paddocks to 
allow recovery time for forage species. 
(See the soils section for common forage 
species.) 

• Drag pastures to break up and evenly dis-
tribute manure, following grazing. 

• Irrigate paddocks following grazing rather 
than prior to grazing. 

• Take soil samples and fertilizing based on 
the results of the soil test. 

• Have water, salt, and minerals constantly 
available and dispersed at varying dis-
tances will distribute livestock evenly 
across pasture while keeping them 
healthy. 

• Adjust animal numbers and management 
based on pasture production and re-
growth. 

Producers should not allow livestock con-
tinuous access to the entire pasture. Grazing 
on saturated soils or too early in the spring 
should be avoided. Soil compaction and 
plant damage can result from grazing live-
stock in the late fall, winter or early spring. 
Horses only need 2-3 hours of grazing per 
day allowing for partial intake of their daily 
nutrient requirement and for exercise. 
Good grazing management should produce 
more pounds of product per acre. It will re-
duce overgrazing and the need to seek feed 
from other sources. Livestock are healthier 
and will maintain weight on well managed 
pasture. 

Pastures will be productive and be uniformly 
covered with desired forage species. There 
will also be a reduction of invasive weedy 
species. Irrigation will be more efficient 
with less overland flow of water.  

Grazing as a Pasture Management Tool 
Grazing is one of the best tools available for improvement and maintenance of healthy, pro-
ductive pastures. Increased infiltration rate, water quality, organic matter, rooting struc-
ture, plant health, animal production, and decreased weed invasion, soil erosion, and pesti-
cide use are benefits of proper grazing management.  
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Confined Animal Feeding Operations 
A Confined Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO) 
is the concentrated confined feeding or 
holding of animals or poultry, including but 
not limited to horse, cattle, sheep or swine 
feeding areas, dairy confinement areas, 
slaughterhouse or shipping terminal holding 
pens, egg production facilities and fur farms 
in buildings which the surface has been pre-
pared with concrete, rock, or fibrous mate-
rial to support animals in wet weather. 
These facilities will have wastewater treat-
ment works or discharge any wastes into wa-
ter of the state. 

Along with the permit, all CAFOs must pre-
pare an animal waste management plan 
which is a detailed description of the con-
tainment, treatment, storage and disposal of 
waste. The plan describes how compliance 
will be achieved and maintained. The 
amount of information required depends on 
the specifics of each facility.  

Prohibited Activities 
Without first obtaining a permit from the 
Director of the Department of Environmental 
Quality or the State Department of Agricul-
ture, which shall specify applicable effluent 
limitations, no person shall: 

• Discharge any wastes into the waters of 
the state from any disposal system.  

• Construct, install, modify or operate any 
disposal system or part, extension or addi-
tion of one. 

• Increase in volume or strength any wastes 
in excess of the permissive discharges 
specified under an existing permit. 

• Construct, install, operate or conduct any 
industrial, commercial, CAFO or modifica-
tion of one, which would cause an increase 
in the discharge of wastes into the waters 
of the state or otherwise alter the physi-

cal, chemical or biological properties of 
any waters of the state in any manner not 
already lawfully authorized. 

• Construct any new outlet for the discharge 
of any wastes into the waters of the state. 

The regulation states that no person shall 
“cause pollution of any waters of the state”. 
It is also prohibited to place any wastes in a 
location where they are likely to escape or 
be carried into the waters of the state by 
any means. If a discharge of any wastes re-
duces the quality of the water of the state 
below water quality standards defined by 
the Environmental Quality Commission, then 
it is prohibited.  

Compliance Advice 
While all livestock producers must prevent 
their livestock waste from polluting ground 
and surface waters, some livestock opera-
tions require permit coverage to be in com-
pliance with the Federal Clean Water Act. In 
1972, the federal government defined cer-
tain animal production operations as point 
sources requiring them to seek coverage un-
der a National Pollution Discharge Elimina-
tion System permit (NPDES). The Oregon De-
partment of Agriculture is in the process of 
assuming the responsibility of administering 
these permits in Oregon. In Jackson County, 
the local inspector can be contacted at (541) 
955-9873. This specialist will assist landown-
ers in determining if their operation is one 
that requires a permit and will help them 
through the permit process. Questions can 
also be directed to the Oregon Department 
of Agriculture, Natural Resources Division, 
CAFO program. 

Any person operating a CAFO shall pay a fee 
except those operations of four months or 
less duration or that do not have waste wa-
ter facilities. 

Regulations for Livestock and Poultry Producers 
The Clean Water Act regulations for Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs) were 
changed in December 2002. These newly revised regulations change the permit requirements 
for some livestock operations. Some facilities that did not need permits are now required to 
have them. Generally, if you have only a few animals you won’t need a permit. However, 
even if you do not have a permit, you cannot pollute. 
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Wildlife Habitat = Food + Water + 
Cover 
Food requirements will naturally vary by 
wildlife species, from seeds and berries for 
birds to the grasses, forbs and shrubs 
preferred by deer and elk. Water on or near 
your property in the form of a pond, stream 
or developed stockwater will increase the 
variety of wildlife you will attract. Cover is 
needed for hiding from predators, traveling, 
nesting and shelter. 

Creating Good Wildlife Habitat is 
Easy 
Whether you live on a small place or a large 
ranch, you can help increase the amount of 
wildlife habitat by making a few simple 
changes to your backyard environment. By 
growing a diversity of native vegetation and 
maintaining a water source you will provide 
the necessary elements of good wildlife 
habitat. The type of plants you use to 
provide food and cover will determine the 
type of wildlife species that are attracted to 
your property. 

Dead, Dying and Hollow Trees and 
Logs 
Many people are not aware of the value of 
dead, dying and hollow trees, as well as logs 
for wildlife. Dead trees provide homes to 
over 80 species of birds, mammals, reptiles 
and amphibians in our area. Fish, plants and 
fungi also benefit from dead and dying 
trees. Consider leaving snags and downed, 
woody material on your property unless they 
pose a safety hazard. 

Tips 
• Consider planting native plant species 

first. Wildlife prefer them to non-native 
species. 

• Plant a diversity of vegetative types and 
heights. 

• Select plants that flower and bear fruit at 
different times of the year. 

• Leave snags and some downed, woody ma-
terial for perching, hiding and nesting. 

• Plant small grains or large-seeded grasses 
for wildlife food. 

• Develop ponds, stockwater tanks or other 
watering facilities. 

• Bat boxes and bird houses can encourage 
these species that often feed on insects. 

Predators and Pests 
Many predators are common in Jackson 
County including bear, cougar, bobcat, coy-
ote, and fox. It is important to keep in mind 
that many species have “territory” that you 
are moving onto. While most wild animals 
will avoid humans, their natural instinct is to 
kill easy prey, which often includes livestock 
and pets. Precautions can be taken to avoid 
or minimize conflict. 

Livestock 
While larger animals are rarely attacked, 
smaller animals are more vulnerable. All ani-
mals need shelter from the elements with 
smaller animals needing protection at night 
when most predators are active. A solid barn 
or other sturdy enclosure that can’t be en-
tered by predators will be needed to protect 
your animals. Keep in mind that if you have 
chickens, skunks and other small predators 
can enter through even small spaces. 

Pets 
Avoid attracting predators and pests by not 
leaving pet food outdoors. Also, keep pets in 
at night. In some areas, house cats and small 
dogs can fall prey to predators even during 
the day. It is best to keep cats indoors (also 
for the sake of declining bird populations) 
and keep pets from roaming. Larger dogs 
can sometimes become predators, especially 
if roaming in packs, and can be legally shot 

Backyard Wildlife 
One of the benefits of living in the country is having an abundance of wildlife. While most 
wildlife do not pose a threat, some predators can become nuisances. They can destroy prop-
erty, livestock, and pets. The section below discusses attracting wildlife and how to avoid-
predator problems. 
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Climate 
The Rogue Valley growing season is mild, 
with warm days offset by cool nights. The 
area has a wide range of rainfall, with Med-
ford receiving some 19” average annual rain-
fall. Other areas receive as low as 11” and 
others over 30”. 

Most of Jackson County is characterized by 
temperatures that can drop below 10° F. 
However, there are microclimates and some 
years where average low temperatures sel-
dom dip much below 20° F. 

Native plants are recommended for land-
scaping since they are suited to the climate 
of this region. They are likely to be more 
tolerant of disease and require less water 
than non-natives. Because some areas of the 
Rogue Valley lack adequate water in the 
summer months, you may also want to con-
sider planting drought resistant varieties and 
installing a drip irrigation system to con-
serve water. 

Choosing a Garden Spot 
Good garden produce comes from having 
good soil. Loamy soil will provide drainage 
and nutrients for plants. By adding organic 
matter, sand or vermiculite, you can im-
prove the texture and production of your 
soil. Perhaps the most important thing you 
can do to maintain healthy soil is to regu-
larly add compost. If you purchase soil or 
manure for your garden, be sure that it has 
not been treated with a long-term residual 
pesticide, and that the manure is suffi-
ciently aged. 

Pests 
Pests come in all sizes.  Insect problems can 
often be easily addressed with inexpensive 
homemade solutions. Household agents and 
even beer can be used in controlling insects. 
The OSU Master Gardeners can help with in-

sect identification as well as providing use-
ful recipes for do-it-yourself control meth-
ods.  

Deer are prevalent in Jackson County. They 
will surprisingly be found in suburban gar-
dens regularly. They will also treat your 
vegetable garden like a salad bar. The best 
defense is a tall fence. For ornamental gar-
den areas that cannot be practically fenced, 
the Sunset Western Garden Book will iden-
tify plant and flower varieties that deer find 
less preferential.  

Pests can be controlled through a variety of 
means including natural predation. By work-
ing with wildlife rather than against it, unin-
tended consequences can be avoided. The 
use of poisons can be a short term solution 
with long term consequences. They can poi-
son pets. They can also be absorbed into 
plants and leach into water supplies. Live 
traps can be rented from the Grange Coop 
for capturing and relocating small animals. 
In Wild Neighbors: The Humane Approach to 
Living with Wildlife, John Hadidian provides 
more solutions to working with wildlife. 

Fertilizers and Mulches 
Over-fertilizing can damage plants and ex-
cess nutrients can pollute streams. Lawn 
chemicals can pose a health hazard to chil-
dren and pets. Pre-mixed organic fertilizer is 
a safer but more expensive alternative. A 
simple recipe for mixing your own organic 
fertilizer and the benefits of mulches can be 
found in the Garden Guide for the Rogue 
Valley, a publication of the Master Garden-
ers Association of Jackson County. Always 
follow the recommended application rates. 

 

Gardens and Landscaping 
Gardening has many benefits and areas of Jackson County have rich, fertile soils that can 
produce an abundant garden. Time in the garden can also reduce stress, save money, create 
an aesthetic environment, and provide wildlife habitat. Research and information can limit 
the frustrations of gardening in the region. The Oregon State University Extension Office Mas-
ter Gardener Program in Jackson County is a perfect resource to answer questions or provide 
training on gardening. 
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Developing a Management Plan 
The best way to start is to walk your land. 
The legal boundaries and access to the prop-
erty should be well established. Begin to in-
ventory and familiarize yourself with the 
various resources on the property. You can 
learn these yourself with the help of classes 
and programs offered through Cooperative 
Extension. Also, local small woodlands asso-
ciations or even a neighbor can assist in 
identifying these resources. Afterward begin 
to formulate and outline a set of objectives. 
Over time these may change and the results 
are in your hands. The decisions you make 
regarding the management of the property 
will have short and long term ecological and 
economic consequences. Again, there is less 
need to make immediate decisions due to 
the longer time parameters of managing a 
small woodland. 

Information Sources 
Oregon State University Cooperative Exten-
sion services and programs in Jackson 
County is one of the first places to look for 
advice. A local extension forester focuses on 
education and outreach to property owners. 
They also have direct contact with faculty at 
the University. They offer numerous pro-
grams and training sessions, including the 
popular Master Woodland Manager program 
for small woodland owners. 

The Oregon Department of Forestry tends to 
be more of a regulatory agency of forest 
management. It administers the Oregon For-
est Practices Act, which guides all forest ac-
tivities in the state. A Notification of Opera-
tions from the ODF is legally required for all 
owners initiating a forest operation. The 
ODF also offers technical advice through 
their Service Forest program, which oversees 
and administers most cost-share subsidies 
for completing various non-commercial for-
est and resource management activities. 

Other sources of information include the lo-

cal chapters of the Oregon Small Woodland 
Association, watershed councils, environ-
mental organizations, trade publications, 
and federal agencies such as the Forest Ser-
vice and Bureau of Land Management.  

The Next Step 
The natural systems and processes that op-
erate in forestlands do not recognize prop-
erty lines. Therefore, talk with your 
neighbors, they are often the best source of 
information and advice. You will also have 
to work together to address problems such 
as insects, disease, water, wildlife and fire. 
Only through cooperative work and collabo-
rative effort will you be able to effectively 
address these concerns. 

Cost-share assistance through ODF can help 
pay for the preparation of a forest steward-
ship plan by a consulting forester or other 
trained professional. These plans should pro-
vide an initial inventory of the various forest 
resources on your property. 

Based on that inventory and your objectives, 
a management plan should include wildlife 
management, soils protection and erosion 
control, wildfire management and fuels re-
duction, pertinent forest insects and dis-
eases, reforestation, stand management, 
management for timber and other market-
able resources, protection of riparian and 
aquatic biodiversity, long-term site produc-
tivity, roads and access concerns, and other 
opportunities and topics. 

Delineation of management units and the 
subsequent prioritization of management 
activities should be a logical outgrowth of 
your management plan. 

Jackson County Small Woodlands Association 
holds monthly meetings and tours addressing 
private land forest management. For more 
information please contact Southern Oregon 
Research and Extension Center, Extension  

Forestry at (541) 776-7371. 

Small Woodland Management 
If you have recently purchased 20 acres or more of forest land, you may be faced with the 
daunting task of managing these resources. Luckily, unlike seasonal farming or gardening, 
small woodlands tend to operate over longer time frames of years rather than months. 
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A defensible space area is 30 to 200 feet 
around your home where firefighters can 
safely make a stand to protect your house 
during a fire. If your home and landscape 
are properly maintained, your home is likely 
to survive a fire even without fire depart-
ment intervention. The exact size of your 
defensible space zone depends on the slope 
of the land and the type of vegetation 
around your home. 

Simple Fire Prevention Measures 
• Maintain 30’ of green lawn or fire-resistant 

plants around your home. Mow grass to 
less than 6” 

• Prune the lower branches of trees below 
12’ to remove “ladder fuels” that help 
ground fires become crown fires.  

• Protect large trees by removing fuels un-
der them. 

• Trim branches away from your roof and 
house. Keep gutters clean of debris. 

• Trim branches along driveway at least 14’ 
tall and wide. 

• Replace wood shake roofs. Screen vents 
and areas under decks with metal mesh. 

• Store firewood away from your house.  

• Water and firefighting tools should be 
available and ready. 

• Maintain good access to your home and 
ensure that your address is visible and 
easy to read. Your address should be 
clearly posted at each rural intersection or 
road fork with an arrow under your ad-
dress. 

For more information, try these internet re-
sources: www.firewise.org  or 
www.firetree.org. 

Firebreaks 
A firebreak around your home and along 

your driveway can be one of the most effec-
tive ways to protect your property. Initially 
this can be a major undertaking, so start 
small and do a little at a time. Once com-
plete, annual maintenance is much less de-
manding. Since protecting your home is the 
primary concern, start there and work out-
ward. Fire burns 16 times faster uphill so 
start on the downhill side of your home. 
Firebreaks do not have to sacrifice the sce-
nic beauty or natural setting of your land. 

Fire Season Preparation 
During fire season both the public and indus-
trial operators are required to follow the 
Oregon fire prevention laws. Fire season 
typically begins in mid-June and sometimes 
as early as mid-May. The end of fire season 
is more variable, usually ending in mid-
October, although it has ended in mid-
September to early November. It only takes 
about one hour for light fuels such as grass 
to dry out enough to cause an escaped fire. 

When fire season is in effect, all open burn-
ing is prohibited. Burn barrels are permitted 
in some jurisdictions. It is necessary to ob-
tain a permit from the local fire department 
or from ODF to use a burn barrel. Industrial 
operators will need to obtain a permit to op-
erate power driven machinery and have 
their fire tools, extinguishers and water sup-
plies at precaution level. Finally, a Public 
Regulated Use Closure prohibits or regulates 
times that the public can perform various 
activities on forest land. These activities in-
clude off road vehicle use, campfires, smok-
ing, dry grass mowing, use of chain saws, 
fireworks and welding. This regulation is 
subject to change. 

Fire Ecology 
Fire is a fundamental component of a 
healthy forest ecosystem. The forests of 
Southern Oregon have co-adapted with fire 
which is an integral part of forest regenera-

Fire Prevention 
Each year more and more people move into those previously uninhabited, forested rural ar-
eas of Jackson County which have dry, hot summer weather and an increased danger of wild-
fire. In addition, these remote areas have just as high a risk of structural fires as urban ar-
eas, yet longer response times, limited water hydrants, difficult terrain and unpaved roads 
all increase the risk of losing your home to fire. 
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tion, cleansing and renewal, and the mainte-
nance of plant and animal diversity. 

Away from homes and communities, fire is 
essential to the health of our forests. Fire 
removes undergrowth that chokes trees and 
facilitates disease. Burned trees replenish 
nutrients to the soil. Standing burned snags 
and downed trees in streams create habitat 
for wildlife. Significantly, many plants re-
quire fire as part of their life cycle. 

Burning on Your Property 
Under the laws of the State, a person must 
have a valid burning permit obtained from 
the Oregon Department of Forestry or local 
fire protection district to burn any flamma-
ble material on state owned, private forest 
and range lands in unincorporated Jackson 
County. 

On the day you plan to light a fire, call (541) 
776-7007 for air quality information specific 
to that day and location before lighting. 

Tips to Prevent a Fire in Your Home 
• Make sure that the electrical wiring and 

breakers in your home and out building are 
up to code and in good condition. 

• Don’t store any flammable liquids or 
highly flammable material in your home or 
garage. 

• Keep the lint filters and vent piping of 
clothes dryers clean. 

• Keep multi-purpose fire extinguishers in 
areas of fire risk (kitchen, laundry room, 
garage). Be sure you know how to operate 
them before a fire occurs 

• If you must use them, don’t leave portable 
heaters unattended. Keep the area around 
them clear of flammable materials. 

• Be sure that your heating system is prop-
erly installed and cleaned regularly. Wood 
stoves and chimneys for wood stoves must 
be properly installed and cleaned often. 

• Install at least one smoke detector outside 
every bedroom and on every level of your 
home. Install them according to building 
codes. Follow the instructions to regularly 
test the detectors.  

• Keep matches and lighters from children. 

• Make sure that your driveway can accom-
modate a fire truck and has a large turn- 
around space. 

• If possible, provide access for firefighters 
to large supplies of water (swimming 
pools, ponds, streams, or water tanks). 

Fire Prevention Agencies and Their 
Responsibilities 
The Oregon Department of Forestry is re-
sponsible for wildland fire protection and 
suppression on all State owned and private 
forest and range lands in unincorporated 
Jackson County. These responsibilities in-
clude regulating outdoor burning and indus-
trial operations on forest lands and providing 
landowners assistance by inspecting and of-
fering advice on fire prone rural properties. 

The Rogue River Siskiyou National Forest Dis-
trict is responsible for fire protection on na-
tional forest lands. They will cooperate to 
assist other agencies in fire suppression.  

The Jackson County Rural Fire Protection 
Districts provide fire protection within rural 
county district boundaries. The highly 
trained volunteer firefighters respond to 
wildland and structural fires. Their primary 
responsibility is the protection of lives and 
improved property. However, they also re-
spond to wildland fires within their respec-
tive districts and will assist other agencies. 

If a Fire Occurs in Your Home 
• Crawl low, under the smoke. Feel closed 

doors with the back of your hand. If hot, 
do not open and use another escape route. 
If not hot, open slowly and check for fire 
and smoke. 

• Except for very few fires, such as one in a 
frying pan, don’t attempt to fight a fire. 
Fumes and smoke can render you uncon-
scious in just a few minutes. 

• Never re-enter a home that is on fire or 
filled with smoke. 

• Call 911 for all fire emergencies. 
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